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Talking about 
   Janet  

Libby Barnes as told to Pam E. Powell

“There are a lot of 
Janet stories. A lot. 
I could tell you so 
many – she was 
always in the middle 
of things. You would 
have really liked her.”

Janet Logan Barnes
1979 – 1988

Certain of a light and strong with love

Janet died in 1988, but I’m always going to be her mother. Always, always. Yet suddenly I couldn’t go 
to PTA meetings. I couldn’t go to Brownie and Scout things anymore. There were so many things I 
couldn’t do and I needed to be able to talk about her. 

Music Made in Heaven came about because people wouldn’t listen – and I don’t want to say 
wouldn’t, I think the better word is couldn’t. They couldn’t listen and I understand that. It’s difficult 
to listen to somebody else’s sadness or grief or loss. I understand all of that. 

But people who have lost children need to celebrate their children and have other people listen – and 
not only listen but applaud and appreciate the memory of these children. 

So at every performance, the program lists each child’s name because we want people to know that 
our music is not about unknown children, it’s about these children. And to my wonderment and 
gratitude, people do listen and have listened and will listen to this music – beautiful music inspired 
by the lives of our children. 

The local handbell choir Music Made in Heaven was created by a group of parents in honor and remembrance of their children who passed 
away. Choir members play as an expression of their love for God and their joy in the gift of their children and include: Libby Barnes, who 
plays in remembrance of her daughter Janet; Steve Brown, who plays to honor his son Blayne; and Sabrina Tyndall, who rings in celebration 
of her daughter Sarah. Learn more – and hear the music – at mmihraleigh.org.

 To serve a growing homeless population, 
FBC partnered with other downtown 
congregations in 1981 to create Urban 
Ministries, which continues to provide 
medicine, food, and shelter for needy 
neighbors. 

 FBC’s Clothing Ministry, which serves 
thousands of clients in non-pandemic years, 
a Japanese congregation, and a ministry to 
the Deaf (see Faces in the Pew, page 12) all 
started because FBC members saw a need 
and found a way to respond. 

Now, as we seek to match our facility needs to 
our future missions, the process that led to the 
construction of the now-aging Lewis building 
can inform and inspire us. In 1964, the church 
began planning for its future in downtown 
Raleigh. In a process that is echoed in one 
we have undertaken recently, a long-range 
planning committee examined the programs 
of the church – preaching, teaching, missions, 
fellowship, music, giving and cooperation with 
other Christians – as part of its planning for 
the future. It considered an array of options: 
buying additional property, moving the church 
to another location, or developing a plan for 
remaining on Capitol Square. After almost three 
years of work, the committee recommended 

1Information about the history of the church was obtained from Nurturing the Vision – First Baptist Church Raleigh, 1812 – 2012, 
by W. Glenn Jonas, Jr.

the construction of what we know as the Lewis 
Education Building.1 

Even as the church recommitted to its place 
downtown, it also began to think about how 
it was meant to serve. FBC youth formed a 
committee called “All Christians to Serve” – or 
ACTS – to initiate conversations about how 
the church could be more actively involved in 
meeting human social needs downtown. That work 
resulted in additional partnerships and programs, 
including a cerebral palsy day care center that began 
operating in the new educational building when 
it opened in 1971 in partnership with the United 
Cerebral Palsy Association of NC. The new building 
also provided space for a “crisis closet” to serve the 
needy who came to the church requesting food or 
clothing, and for the day care program that would 
grow into the Infant-Toddler Center.

As we resume conversations with each other and 
with potential community partners about how to 
reimagine our facilities, we know that space only 
matters when it meets the mission. May this be the 
year that we begin to discern a faithful answer to 
the question, “Who will we be next?” 

Mary Nash Rusher served as chair of the deacons in 2020 and is a 
member of the Facilities Assessment Committee.


